
Broad Street United Methodist Church 
Being God’s love with our neighbors in all places. 

Sunday, August 2, 2020 
The Kingdom of Heaven: A Kingdom of Dirt 

The Community Gathers

Those who are gathered will be invited to volunteer to lead different parts of worship: Opening 
Words, Sharing our Joys and Concerns, Prayers of the People, Scripture, Response after the 
Message, and Benediction.  

Note of confidentiality: please remind members of your House Church that Joys, Concerns, or 
other thoughts shared in the context of your House Church to be considered confidential, and 
are not to be shared as common information outside of the group unless you have permission 
from the person involved.  

Opening Words 
One: You are seed of the Word, O people:

Many: Salt for the Kingdom of God! 
One: Seeds of mercy and seeds of justice:

Many: Grow in the Kingdom of God! 

One: Bring forth the Kingdom of mercy, 

Bring forth the Kingdom of peace;

bring forth the Kingdom of justice,

bring forth the City of God!


(from The Faith We Sing, Hymn #2190, Bring Forth the Kingdom)  

Sharing Our Joys and Concerns 
The leader of ‘Joys and Concerns’ should make sure to write down Joys and Concerns that 
need to be shared with the Pastor or larger church through the prayer list and send them along 
to the Pastor through email.  

Prayers of the People

Let us pray:


We call out to you, God of mercy and justice, on behalf of those who are suffering, and for the 
ways in which we struggle. We pray for those who are lonely, or sick, or feeling overwhelmed, 
for those who are fighting for their lives or livelihood, for those who are digging deep to care for 
others, especially children, in a strange and scary time. We pray for your light to fill us with 
clarity, for strength for this journey, and for accountability to act with compassion for your 
people and your planet in every step we take. We pray in the name of Jesus, whose teachings 
guide our life, and whose life brings light to our path, and who leads us in prayer today as we 
say in one bold voice:




The Lord’s Prayer (said by all)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who have trespassed against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us 
from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 


Matthew 13:3-9, 24-30

He said many things to them in parables: “A farmer went out to scatter seed. As he was 
scattering seed, some fell on the path, and birds came and ate it. Other seed fell on rocky 
ground where the soil was shallow. They sprouted immediately because the soil wasn’t deep. 
But when the sun came up, it scorched the plants, and they dried up because they had no 
roots. Other seed fell among thorny plants. The thorny plants grew and choked them. Other 
seed fell on good soil and bore fruit, in one case a yield of sixty to one, and in another case a 
yield of thirty to one. Everyone who has ears should pay attention. 


Jesus told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like someone who planted good 
seed in his field. While people were sleeping, an enemy came and planted weeds among the 
wheat and went away. When the stalks sprouted and bore grain, then the weeds also 
appeared. 

	 “The servants of the landowner came and said to him, ‘Master, didn’t you plant good 
seed in your field? Then how is it that it has weeds?”

	 “‘An enemy has done this,’ he answered.

	 “The servants said to him, ‘Do you want us to go and gather them?’

	 “But the landowner said, ‘No, because if you gather the weeds, you’ll pull up the wheat 
along with the harvest. And at harvest time I’ll say to the harvesters, “First gather the weeds 
and tie them together in bundles to be burned. But bring the wheat into my barn.”


Message, A Kingdom of Dirt

You can listen to Pastor Rachel’s message on our Facebook page or on our website at 
broadstumcnorwich.org  

Response  
Jesus describes the hearts of those who are hearing the message of the kingdom of God as a 
few different types of soil: 

a) hard-packed road or path 

b) gravely or rocky soil

c) full of weeds 

d) good soil - clear, nourished, receptive

What kind of soil do you think you are most of the time? 


Even good soil needs to be tended daily to stay healthy and receptive to the seeds of the 
kingdom. In what ways can you cultivate good soil in your heart and life?


Jesus tells a parable about the weeds and wheat growing up in the same place. As you reflect 
on this, do you think you are susceptible to falling to the weeds? Why or why not? How do you 
keep yourself hopeful and strong while growing among the weeds? 


Benediction 
One: We are a blessed and a pilgrim people:

Many: Bound for the Kingdom of God! 
One: Love our journey and love our homeland:


http://broadstumcnorwich.org


Many: Love is the Kingdom of God! 

One: Bring forth the Kingdom of mercy, 

Bring forth the Kingdom of peace;

bring forth the Kingdom of justice,

bring forth the City of God!


(from The Faith We Sing, Hymn #2190, Bring Forth the Kingdom)  


