
Broad Street United Methodist Church 
Being God’s love with our neighbors in all places. 

Sunday, July 26, 2020 

The Community Gathers

Those who are gathered will be invited to volunteer to lead different parts of worship: Opening 
Words, Sharing our Joys and Concerns, Prayers of the People, Scripture, Response after the 
Message, and Benediction.  

Note of confidentiality: please remind members of your House Church that Joys, Concerns, or 
other thoughts shared in the context of your House Church to be considered confidential, and 
are not to be shared as common information outside of the group unless you have permission 
from the person involved.  

Opening Words 
Matthew 4:17

From that time, Jesus began to announce, “Change your hearts and lives! Here comes the 
kingdom of heaven!”


Sharing Our Joys and Concerns 
The leader of ‘Joys and Concerns’ should make sure to write down Joys and Concerns that 
need to be shared with the Pastor or larger church through the prayer list and send them along 
to the Pastor through email.  

Prayers of the People

Let us pray:


God, creator of all, we pray for your love to change our hearts and lives from the inside out. 
Make your kingdom alive in us and in our community. As we lift up the joys and concerns of 
our community and world, help us to find ways to grow in love together, building your kingdom 
here, in Christ’s name. Hear our voices as one body in Christ as we pray together using the 
words he taught us to say in one bold voice:


The Lord’s Prayer (said by all)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who have trespassed against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us 
from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

	 

Matthew 5:17-20

“Don’t even begin to think that I have come to do away with the Law and the Prophets. I 
haven’t come to do away with them but to fulfill them. I say to you very seriously that as long 
as heaven and earth exist, neither the smallest letter nor even the smallest stroke of a pen will 
be erased from the Law until everything there becomes a reality. Therefore, whoever ignores 



one of the least of these commands and teaches others to do the same will be called the 
lowest in the kingdom of heaven. But whoever keeps these commands and teaches people to 
keep them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. I say to you that unless your 
righteousness is greater than the righteousness of the legal experts and the Pharisees, you will 
never enter the kingdom of heaven. 


Matthew 13:31-33,  44-52 
He told another parable to them: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone 
took and planted in his field. It’s the smallest of all seeds. But when it’s grown, it’s the largest of 
all vegetable plants. It becomes a tree so that the birds in the sky come and nest in its 
branches. 

	 He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast, which a woman 
took and hid in a bushel of wheat flour until the yeast had worked its way through all the 
dough.”

	 “The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure that somebody hid in a field, which someone 
else found and covered up. Full of joy, the finder sold everything and bought that field. 

	 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls. When he 
found the one very precious pearl, he went and sold all that he owned and bought it.

	 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that people threw into the lake and gathered 
all kinds of fish. When it was full, they pulled it to the shore, where they sat down and put the 
good fish together into containers. But the bad fish they threw away. That’s the way it will be at 
the end of the present age. The angels will go out and separate the evil people from the 
righteous people, and will throw the evil ones into a burning furnace. People there will be 
weeping and grinding their teeth. 

	 “Have you understood all these things?” Jesus asked.

	 They said to him, “Yes.”

	 Then he said to them, “Therefore, every legal expert who has been trained as a disciple 
for the kingdom of heaven is like the head of a household who brings old and new things out of 
their treasure chest.”


Message, The Kingdom of Heaven is like what?

You can listen to Pastor Rachel’s message on our Facebook page or on our website at 
broadstumc.com  

Response  
Jesus asks, “Have you understood all these things?” Look back at today’s scripture lessons. 
Do you understand them all? 


Perhaps Jesus’ message of the kingdom is meant to be approached in a way that assumes we 
don’t understand it all. How are we at being challenged? How does it feel to question 
ourselves? 


Benediction 
Build Your kingdom here

Let the darkness fear

Show Your mighty hand

Heal our streets and land

Set Your church on fire

Win this nation back

Change the atmosphere

Build Your kingdom here


http://broadstumc.com


We pray

(from Rend Collective’s Build Your Kingdom Here)


