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BSUMC’s Task Force on Reopening has been meeting weekly, and subcommittees of the task 
force have been meeting often for the last few months as we work toward a safe plan for 
reopening Broad Street to the public. 


We are hopefully planning toward the reopening our TLC program this fall, and are eagerly 
waiting for updates and guidance from the Norwich school district. You may remember that 
when we initially stopped having Sunday morning services in person, we said that we would 
plan on revisiting Sunday services when the schools reopened. We are still uncertain when or 
how they will do so. 


Although there are other churches that have already resumed Sunday services, we are hopeful 
about the potential to open our church for public services this fall. We are taking this pandemic 
very seriously. We are following guidelines that were published in May and are screening all 
people who enter the building. However, we can see that this virus can be passed by people 
who have no symptoms at all. We have also learned that one of the least safe things that 
people can do is to sit in an enclosed space, even social distancing, with a group of people for 
over 15 minutes. 


We are also aware of the recent increase in cases and quarantines in Chenango County. 
Whatever the reason for the increase in cases, we can take responsibility for ourselves and 
stopping the spread by continuing social isolation. 


Even so, we are taking steps to prepare for reopening. To ensure the safety of our building, we 
are having the ventilation and air quality checked and improved. We will begin our services with 
limited numbers, and live stream or record our service for people who do not yet feel 
comfortable or safe coming to a public service. We are, however, able to build a network of 
House Churches that can meet remotely (by video) or even in person. Our pastor is working 
with groups to develop these smaller group meetings so that we can launch more and reach 
the majority of our congregation, whether they come to the church, meet outside, or stay in 
their own homes and video in. This plan accounts for our congregation’s wide variety of needs 
and helps us to reach new people at the same time. 


In the meantime, we need to increase our technological capacity for live streaming. We also are 
working on prioritized summer projects to ready our building for renewed activity. That way, 
once we reopen, we will be ready and welcoming for our community. 


We are also looking for volunteers to help routinely to deep clean in our TLC/nursery rooms. We 
would need about 2-3 people for a few hours once a week. If you’d be willing to help with this 
effort, please contact our office and leave a message for Sharon Komendarek. 


Our task force is also making an effort to reach all members of our congregation. If you are 
feeling disconnected during this time, particularly if you do not have email or are having trouble 
receiving our church email updates and worship services, please contact Pastor Rachel or any 
member of our Task Force. If you have ideas of how we can better connect with you during this 
time, please let us know.
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