
Broad Street United Methodist Church 
Being God’s love with our neighbors in all places. 

Sunday, June 21, 2020 

The Community Gathers

Those who are gathered will be invited to volunteer to lead different parts of worship: Opening 
Words, Sharing our Joys and Concerns, Prayers of the People, Scripture, Response after the 
Message, and Benediction.  

Note of confidentiality: please remind members of your House Church that Joys, Concerns, or 
other thoughts shared in the context of your House Church to be considered confidential, and 
are not to be shared as common information outside of the group unless you have permission 
from the person involved.  

Opening Words 
When we are called to sing your praise with hearts so filled with pain

that we would rather sit and weep or stand up to complain

remind us, God, you understand the burdens that we bear;

you, too, have walked the shadowed way and known our deep despair.


(from ‘When We are Called to Sing Your Praise,’ Hymn #2216 in The Faith We Sing) 

Sharing Our Joys and Concerns 
The leader of ‘Joys and Concerns’ should make sure to write down Joys and Concerns that 
need to be shared with the Pastor or larger church through the prayer list and send them along 
to the Pastor through email.  

Prayers of the People

Let us pray:


God of deliverance, our life in your love makes us free. We are free to give, and free to receive, 
and free to be. We are quick to forget our freedom, and quick to ask for more. When we expect 
things to get better without changing anything, please forgive us. We bring our hearts to you to 
be changed. We offer our gifts, our selves, and even the things we receive to be part of the 
freedom work that you call us to. Help us to be a blessing, in the name of Jesus, who taught us 
to pray together by saying: 


The Lord’s Prayer (said by all)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who have trespassed against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us 
from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 




Exodus 16:2-15 
	 The whole Israelite community complained against Moses and Aaron in the desert. The 
Israelites said to them, “Oh, how we wish that the Lord had just put us to death while we were 
still in the land of Egypt. There we could sit by the pots cooking meat and eat our fill of bread. 
Instead, you’ve brought us out in to this desert to starve this whole assembly to death.”

	 Then the Lord said to Moses, “I’m going to make bread rain down from the sky for you. 
The people will go out each day and gather just enough for that day. In this way, I’ll test them 
to see whether or not they follow my Instruction. On the sixth day, when they measure out what 
they have collected, it will be twice as much as they collected on the other days.” So Moses 
and Aaron said to all the Israelites, “This evening you will know that it was the Lord who 
brought you out of the land of Egypt. And in the morning you will see the Lord’s glorious 
presence, because your complaints against the Lord have been heard. Who are we? Why 
blame us?” Moses continued, "The Lord will give you meat to eat in the evening and your fill of 
bread in the morning because the Lord heard the complaints you made against him. Who are 
we? Your complaints aren’t against us, but against the Lord.”

	 Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole Israelite community, ‘Come near to the 
Lord, because he’s heard your complaints.” As Aaron spoke to the whole Israelite community, 
they turned to look toward the desert, and just then the glorious presence of the Lord appeared 
in the cloud.

	 The Lord spoke to Moses, “I’ve heard the complaints of the Israelites. Tell them, ‘At 
twilight you will eat meat. And in the morning you will have your fill of bread. Then you will 
know that I am the Lord your God.’”

	 In the evening a flock of quail flew down and covered the camp. And in the morning 
there was a layer of dew all around the camp. When the layer of dew lifted, there on the desert 
surface were thin flakes, as thin as frost on the ground. When the Israelites saw it, they said to 
each other, “What is it?” They didn’t know what it was. 


Message, What is it?: The Bread of Freedom 

You can listen to Pastor Rachel’s message on our Facebook page or on our website at 
broadstumc.com  

Response  
God gives the people in the wilderness bread from heaven, but they don’t recognize it as 
bread. They call it, ‘What is it?’ because it doesn’t look like the bread they are used to. What 
has God given to you during an uncertain time that looked different from what you were used 
to? Did you receive it or resist it? How has that impacted your life? 


When God offers you something that is different from what you are used to, how will you 
respond?


Benediction

When we are called to sing your praise and life ahead looks grim,

still give us faith and hope enough to break forth in a hymn,

a thankful hymn, great God of Love, that you are everywhere;

you walk the shadowed way with us and keep us in your care.


(from ‘When We Are Called to Sing Your Praise,’ hymn #2216 in The Faith We Sing)
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