
Broad Street United Methodist Church 
Being God’s love with our neighbors in all places. 

Sunday, June 14, 2020 

The Community Gathers

Those who are gathered will be invited to volunteer to lead different parts of worship: Opening 
Words, Sharing our Joys and Concerns, Prayers of the People, Scripture, Response after the 
Message, and Benediction.  

Note of confidentiality: please remind members of your House Church that Joys, Concerns, or 
other thoughts shared in the context of your House Church to be considered confidential, and 
are not to be shared as common information outside of the group unless you have permission 
from the person involved.  

Opening Words

From Thomas Merton’s Dialogues with Silence 

In one sense we are always traveling, and traveling as if we did not know where we were going.

	 In another sense, we have already arrived.

	 We cannot arrive at the perfect possession of God in this life, and that is why we were 
traveling and in darkness. But we already possess Him by grace, and therefore, in that sense, 
we have arrived and are dwelling in the light.

	 But oh! How far have I to go to find You in Whom I have already arrived!  

Sharing Our Joys and Concerns 
The leader of ‘Joys and Concerns’ should make sure to write down Joys and Concerns that 
need to be shared with the Pastor or larger church through the prayer list and send them along 
to the Pastor through email.  

Prayers of the People

Let us pray:


God of hopefulness, we gather up our scattered hearts. Without our community, we feel lost 
and our minds rush around aimlessly. Quiet our hearts and minds so that our spirits might 
become aligned with your Spirit. Help us to not be anxious, but to be clear of mind and 
determined in action. We lift up the prayers of joy and concern which we have shared with you 
and with each other, and ask that your Spirit move us to respond in the way you see fit. We 
pray in the name of Jesus, who taught us to pray together in one bold voice:


The Lord’s Prayer (said by all)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who have trespassed against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us 
from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 




Exodus 15:22-27 
	 Then Moses had Israel leave the Red Sea and go out into the Shur desert. They 
traveled for three days in the desert and found no water. When they came to Marah, they 
couldn’t drink Marah’s water because it was bitter. That’s why it was called Marah. The people 
complained against Moses, “What will we drink?” Moses cried out to the Lord, and the Lord 
pointed out a tree to him. He threw it into the water, and the water became sweet.

	 The Lord made a regulation and a ruling there, and there God tested them. The Lord 
said, “If you are careful to obey the Lord your God, do what God thinks is right, pay attention to 
God’s commandments, and keep all of God’s regulations, then I won’t bring on you any of the 
diseases that I brought on the Egyptians. I am the Lord who heals you.”

	 Then they came to Elim, where there were twelve springs of water and seventy palm 
trees. They camped there by the water. 


Message, From Anxiety to Eagerness

You can listen to Pastor Rachel’s message on our Facebook page or on our website at 
broadstumc.com  

Response  
In what ways has this wilderness time challenged your worldview?


Do you find that you are more likely to dig in and defend your worldview, or embrace the idea 
that you might not have the right answer? 


When we are anxious we tend to look for someone to tell us the answers, but God is asking us 
to be led through the wilderness through the unknown so we can better trust God. How are 
you doing with not having the full picture? Does this make you feel more anxious that you 
cannot see fully, or can you find hope in God’s vision being beyond your vision? 


Benediction

From Thomas Merton’s Dialogues with Silence.   

My Lord God, I have no idea where I am going.

I do not see the road ahead of me. 

I cannot know for certain where it will end. 

Nor do I really know myself, 

and the fact that I think I am following your will 

does not actually mean that I am doing so.

But I believe that the desire to please you, 

does in fact please you.

And I hope that I have that desire in all that I am doing.

I hope that I never do anything apart from that desire.

And I know that if I do this, you will lead me on the right road,

though I may know nothing about it.

Therefore I will trust you always 

though I may seem lost and in the shadow of death.

I will not fear, for you are with me,

and you will never leave me to face my perils alone. 

Amen. 

http://broadstumc.com

